
 
 
 
 

New Photodiode Test System 

 

Boulder, Colorado – March 18, 2004 

dBm Optics, Inc. announced its new model 280 Photodiode 

Test System.  This system allows suppliers of PIN and APD 

photodiodes to characterize the parametric performance of 

their components in R&D, QA and production.  The system is 

very accurate, fast and inexpensive.  It tests photodiode responsivity across wavelength and has 

unparalleled speed and accuracy in polarization dependent responsivity (PDR) measurement.  The 280 

System supports both the traditional all-states PDR and the faster, more accurate 4-state and 6-state PDR 

measurement methods.  

The 280 system implements “Real-Time Referencing,” a technique developed for dBm Optics’ Component 

Spectrum Analyzer and applied here to the photodiode characterization.  Real-Time Referencing eliminates 

many of the errors that have plagued responsivity measurement (especially polarization dependent 

responsivity).   

The 280 can test one photodiode or hundreds of photodiodes in one system.  Measurement noise is very 

low (below 200 fA).  This low noise level allows for very accurate dark current characterization, which is 

essential in making accurate measurements of this kind.  Settable 0-10 V bias voltage from generation is 

built-in, thus eliminating the need for separate sourcing and measurement--saving additional time and cost.   

A complete characterization of a photodiode (including responsivity and polarization dependency over 

wavelength) is accomplished in less than 8 seconds, making this measurement the fastest of its kind. 

About dBm Optics.  dBm Optics, Inc. provides optical test equipment primarily for use in testing optical 

components used in today’s communications systems.  Engineers and scientists around the world use 

dBm’s advanced instrumentation for production test, high speed alignment, incoming inspection, education, 

and design. 

Price, Availability, and For More Information.   The 280 Photodiode Test System is available 

immediately.  For pricing or additional information, contact dBm Optics at 1-800-944-7885 (toll-free in the 

U.S.), at 303-464-1919, or e-mail info@dbmoptics.com.  Readers also can access information through the 

company's Web site at www.dbmoptics.com. 

Products and company names listed are trademarks or trade names of their respective companies. 
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